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have a wind farm in my backyard, as long as 
it stays where it belongs, on land, and not in 
the middle of one of the most beautiful 
places on earth, the ocean. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RAPID CITY WEED AND SEED 
ORGANIZATION 

∑ Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, today 
I wish to recognize the hard work and 
amazing results of the Weed and Seed 
organization of Rapid City, SD. 

The Rapid City group will cease oper-
ations later this month after nearly a 
decade of tireless efforts to rehabili-
tate a significant portion of the resi-
dential and business area in the com-
munity. 

In partnership with organizations 
that included the Rapid City Police De-
partment, the Center for Restorative 
Justice, Volunteers of America, the 
Project Safe Neighborhood/Gunwise 
Program, and Good Housekeeping, doz-
ens of individuals came together to ad-
dress neighborhood crime, abuse, hous-
ing, and aesthetic issues. 

Primarily focused on the East North 
and East Boulevard neighborhoods, the 
Rapid City Weed and Seed organization 
worked with the Rapid City Police De-
partment on a zero-tolerance policy 
with an aggressive police presence in 
areas that were beset with crime, 
homelessness, and urban blight issues. 

The group worked with Rapid City 
leaders to aggressively enforce city 
codes involving housing. Vacated and 
rundown homes and businesses were 
torn down and replaced with new and 
thriving businesses and new homes. 
Other businesses, homes, and apart-
ment complexes were expanded and 
renovated during this timeframe. Ef-
forts to revitalize Roosevelt Park re-
sulted in the construction of a new ice 
arena and indoor swimming pool, as 
part of the city’s 2012 economic devel-
opment program. A business associa-
tion was formed to bring together local 
business owners to discuss relevant 
issues of importance. The Weed and 
Seed organization also developed an 
adopt-a-creek program with 21 sections 
of Rapid Creek adopted by local compa-
nies, organizations, and families. The 
first major cleanup of Rapid Creek 
since the tragic 1972 flood resulted in 
the collection of 18 tons of trash, in-
cluding debris from the 1972 flood 
event. 

Four townhall meetings were con-
ducted with local residents, and annual 
picnics were sponsored to develop a 
sense of camaraderie and connection 
between neighbors. 

As a result of these efforts, the East 
North and East Boulevard areas have 
once again become a source of pride for 
the community. This sense of pride is 
now reflected in the residents and busi-
nesses located in the area. These re-
sults are due in large part to the col-
lective work of the Rapid City Weed 
and Seed organization and the partner-

ships that were developed with city of-
ficials, law enforcement agencies, and 
the local businesses. 

Funded through a 5-year Weed and 
Seed grant of $1.025 million, the local 
organization will cease operations later 
this month. I wish to recognize the vi-
sion and hard-working efforts of the 
dozens of Rapid City citizens and offi-
cials who have provided tireless efforts 
to rehabilitate and renovate a key part 
of the community. 

I wish to recognize the help of execu-
tive director Patricia Pummel and 
board members Wayne Asscherick, 
Phyllis Boernke, Dave Bussard, Jim 
Castleberry, Patrick Clinch, Cynthia 
Clinch, Linda M. Colhoff, Richard Coo-
per, Darcy Dennison, Lee Dennison, 
Ken Edel, Fred Eisenbraun, Lawren 
Erickson, Dan Island, Adeline 
Kalmbeck, Jim Kinyon, Craig Kirsch, 
Eileen Leir, Burt Lang, Carol Lang, 
State legislator Alice McCoy, Jim 
McCoy, Dave Morgan, Lou Morgan, 
Sharon Oney, Kenneth Palmer, Gloria 
Pluimer, Alys Ratigan, Kerri Severson, 
Mickey Snook, Roberta Stevens, Betty 
Strobel, Raymond Summers, Pat 
Trumble, Holli Vanderbeek, Jerry 
Walenta, Lieutenant David Walton, Les 
Wermers, Dexter Wittman, Rapid City 
mayor Jim Shaw, former mayor Jerry 
Munson, and Connie Ewing. 

Thanks to the efforts of these indi-
viduals, other concerned and com-
mitted citizens, and officials in Rapid 
City, the East North and East Boule-
vard areas of Rapid City have been ef-
fectively rehabilitated. The efforts of 
this organization may serve as a model 
for other Weed and Seed organizations 
in the country. Although ceasing oper-
ations, the vision and tireless efforts of 
individuals in the Rapid City Weed and 
Seed organization will be maintained. I 
commend the energetic and innovative 
work of the Rapid City Weed and Seed 
organization and the individuals in-
volved in their great work over the 
past several years.∑ 

f 

CENTENNIAL OF THE FOUNDING 
OF STRATFORD, SOUTH DAKOTA 

∑ Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, today 
I pay tribute to the centennial of the 
founding of the city of Stratford, SD. A 
latecomer in inclusion into Brown 
County, Stratford sprung up rapidly in 
just weeks. 

Stratford was founded 100 years ago 
on the Minneapolis and St. Louis rail-
ways. Stratford was a convenient com-
muter system to many of its neigh-
boring cities at the time. In just 5 
years, Stratford reached its peak popu-
lation of 600. 

Stratford is one of South Dakota’s 
classic small towns. It has been the 
home of industry and farm-related 
businesses and has been served by a 
volunteer fire department since 1911. 
The Baribeau Honey Company, which 
processes about a million pounds of 
honey annually, was established in 1955 
and is still a booming business. The 
post office and BS Bar and Grill are 
open to this day. 

A hundred years after its founding, 
Stratford continues to be a vital com-
munity and a great asset to South Da-
kota. I am proud to honor the achieve-
ments of Stratford on this memorable 
occasion.∑ 
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MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following bills were read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar: 

S. 3884. A bill to impose sanctions against 
individuals responsible for genocide, war 
crimes, and crimes against humanity, to sup-
port measures for the protection of civilians 
and humanitarian operations, and to support 
peace efforts in the Darfur region of Sudan, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 3886. A bill to authorize military com-
missions to bring terrorists to justice, to 
strengthen and modernize terrorist surveil-
lance capabilities, and for other purposes. 
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EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–8256. A communication from the Con-
gressional Review Coordinator, Animal and 
Plant Health Inspection Service, Department 
of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Asian 
Longhorned Beetle; Addition and Removal of 
Quarantined Areas in New Jersey’’ (Docket 
No. 05–066–2) received on September 8, 2006; 
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

EC–8257. A communication from the Con-
gressional Review Coordinator, Animal and 
Plant Health Inspection Service, Department 
of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Pine Shoot 
Beetle; Additions to Quarantined Areas; Wis-
consin’’ (Docket No. APHIS–2006–0039) re-
ceived on September 8, 2006; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry. 

EC–8258. A communication from the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Comptroller), trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a vio-
lation of the Antideficiency Act by the De-
partment of the Army, case number 04–02; to 
the Committee on Appropriations. 

EC–8259. A communication from the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Comptroller), trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a vio-
lation of the Antideficiency Act by the De-
partment of the Air Force, case number 04– 
05; to the Committee on Appropriations. 

EC–8260. A communication from the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Comptroller), trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a vio-
lation of the Antideficiency Act by the De-
partment of the Army, case number 05–01; to 
the Committee on Appropriations. 

EC–8261. A communication from the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Comptroller), trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a vio-
lation of the Antideficiency Act by the De-
partment of the Army, case number 04–09; to 
the Committee on Appropriations. 

EC–8262. A communication from the Dep-
uty Archivist, National Archives and 
Records Administration, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘General Guidelines for Systematic Declas-
sification Review of Foreign Government In-
formation; Removal of Part’’ (RIN3095–AB51) 
received on September 8, 2006; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 
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